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Vampirism has ignited the imagination of all cultures across the 
world for centuries. Can it be that the vampire archetype lurks 
in the dark recesses of the human psyche? That it emerges, 
whenever an individual’s field of consciousness, or that of the 
collective, lacks the spiritual fortitude to maintain its sovereign 
nature? This inimical presence must be given permission - “Bid 
me enter,” - before it can possess its subject and feed on 
another’s life force. Esoteric knowledge reveals that on subtler 
levels of existence, there are beings that can invade our sphere 
of reality. Buried in the action of Bram Stoker’s story are the keys 
to guard the gates of our souls: Courage. Resolve. Compassion. 

But most of all, forgiving and selfless love. There is a storm brewing. Hold on to your heart. 
Ride the waves across the turbulent tale that is Bram Stoker’s DRACULA.

 - Peter Anthony, Director

FROM TH E DI RECTOR

•	 Andrew Cole
•	 Grant Putney 
•	 Amanda Fyock

•	 Willow River Music
•	 Saffron Henke &              

the CSU Theatre Dep 
•	 Bas Bleu Theatre

•	 Val Davidson
•	 Arnaud Agasse
•	 William Hagon 

S P E C I A L  TH A N KS  TO

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE
HISTORY OF DRACULA:



OPENSTAGE THEATRE & COMPANY | OPENSTAGE.COM

CAST
Dracula..............................................................................................................Michael Travis Risner
Renfield............................................................................................................................ Jonathan Paul
Mina....................................................................................................................Christina Marie Olson
Van Helsing......................................................................................................................Charlie Ferrie
Seward................................................................................................................................ Heath Howes
Harker..........................................................................................................................Bradley Calahan
Lucy.....................................................................................................................................Shannon Light
Vixen Bride.................................................................................................................... Sophie Kalevik
Vixen Bride................................................................................................................ Lindsey Gwinner
Attendant/Ensemble...............................................................................................Lance Dewbre
Attendant/Ensemble................................................................................................. Anna Epstein
Attendant/Ensemble..................................................................................................David Ballew
Attendant/Maid/Ensemble.............................................................................. Kiere Gilbertson

TIME & PLACE 
1897

London, England and Transylvania

Dracula runs approximately 2 hours, 15 minutes
with a 15 minute intermission

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RE-
CORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY 
MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AU-

THOR(S)’S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:

https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists

CAST / TI M E / PL ACE
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Master Carpenter................................................................................................................... Ivan Andrade
Charge Artist/Fight & Intimacy Captain................................................................. Heath Howes
Wardrobe Supervisor................................................................................................ Rebecca Spafford
Properties Supervisor........................................................................................................ Libby Shelstad
Dialect Coach.............................................................................................................................. Jacob Offen
Sound Engineer........................................................................................................................ Grant Putney
Assistant Sound Engineer.................................................................................................. Steven Lewis
Master Electrician................................................................................................................. David Grinnell
Assistant Carpenters......................................................................... Andrew Cole, Aaron Hughes,

Felix Freestone-Horseford, Evan Dicker, Tonya Dunn, Andrew Frisina,
Tina Lebehn, Wesley Johnson

Board Operators............................................................................. Morgan Taylor, Kasey Zawadski
Stage Crew...............................................................Anna Epstein, Ridlex Epstein, Libby Shelstad
Concern Resolution Facilitator...............................................................................Andrew Brimhall
Dracula Promotional Photographer.............................................................Soleil Lean-Geddes
Videographer................................................................................................................... Steve Finnestead
Social Media Manager........................................................................................................Sarah J Baker

Social Media Assistant.............................................................................................. Cassie Freedman
Season Poster Designer/Program Designer....................................................................Phil Guzy
Set-In Manager.........................................................................................................................Andrew Cole

PRODUCTION STAFF / ACKNOWLE DGM E NTS
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FULL BIOS CAST / DESIGN E RS / CREW

PETER ANTHONY,
Director / Scenic & Sound 
Designer,
is a multi-disciplinary 
theatre artist, director and 
designer of over a hun-
dred productions staged 
in Colorado, California, 
and Oregon. His work 
ranges from Shakespeare 
to gritty contemporary 

drama, from grand opera to multimedia 
dance theatre creations. He is a playwright 
and novelist, and is a member of the Drama-
tist Guild of America. Mr. Anthony’s original 
works include a rock opera, Ruins (with Perry 
Sheafor) and Dreamland staged for IMPact 
Theatre, Speed Of Darkness/Velocity Of Light 
for the Dance Connection, and Miranda Moon 
for OpenStage Theatre. In 2020 he wrote and 
directed his film adaptation of Macbeth, Sleep 
No More (produced by Factor Five Films) which 
was accepted to the Black Swan International 
Film Festival, and the London Movie Awards. 
Mr. Anthony holds a Master of Fine Arts degree 
in directing from The University of California, 
Irvine, where he studied with the internationally 
acclaimed director, Jerzy Grotowski. 

AMANDA FYOCK,
Assistant Director / Stage 
Manager,
has worked with Open-
Stage previously in Clue: 
On Stage, Big Fish: Small 
Cast Edition, Reefer Mad-
ness, and The 39 Steps. 
She is a structural drafter 
by day, but when she’s 
not sitting at a computer 

she is an aerialist, training and performing 
aerial sling, lyra, and other circus appara-
tuses. She is involved in several board game 
communities and playtests brand new board 
games.

MICHAEL TRAVIS RISNER, 
Dracula, 
has been performing 
professionally up and 
down the Front Range for 
30 years.  He holds a BA 
in music and theatre and 
a Master’s of Music from 
Colorado State University.  
He is very happy to be 
returning home to Open-

Stage after a 20-year absence.

JONATHAN PAUL,
Renfield, 
sometimes known as “JP”, 
is a lively, versatile actor 
who recently graduated 
from Colorado State Uni-
versity, receiving Bach-
elor’s Degrees in both 
Theatre Performance and 
Computer Science. His 
past credits include Black 

Stache in Peter and the Starcatcher, Some-
body in Everybody, and Peter Shaw in Silent 
Sky among others. Outside of acting, he enjoys 
video games, films, and running Dungeons 
and Dragons games for his friends, all of which 
act as engaging creative outlets to inspire his 
craft. He would like to thank his fiancée, Anther, 
as well as his family, friends and peers for their 
unending support, love and the joy they bring 
into his life.

CHRISTINA MARIE OLSON, 
Mina,
is a versatile actor and 
artist with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Theatre from Ne-
braska Wesleyan Univer-
sity, where she special-
ized in acting, makeup, 
hair, and costuming. This 
past year, she worked 
with OpenStage as Lizzy 

in Pride & Prejudice, in addition to helping out 
behind the scenes on several productions. Her 
other stage credits include Phaedra, Legally 
Blonde, Lend Me A Tenor, and 100 (Nebraska 
Wesleyan). Outside of theatre, Christina enjoys 
karaoke and singing in her friend’s metal band. 
She would like to thank her mother and father 
for always believing in her and pushing her to 
follow her dreams!
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FULL BIOS CAST / DESIGN E RS / CREW

CHARLIE FERRIE,
Van Helsing,
has been performing with 
OpenStage since 1981 and 
for Peter Anthony since 
they were students in the 
CSU Theatre program. 
You may remember 
Charlie from his last stage 
performance in the 2019 
Spamalot production, 

where he played King Arthur. He has been 
in dozens of productions over the years with 
OpenStage, Bas Bleu, Dance Connection, Fort 
Collins Children’s Theatre, among other now 
defunct companies. He was awarded the Opus 
Awards for best actor in both supporting and 
lead roles as well as receiving the OpenStage 
Founders Award. Charlie is pleased to be 
working with such a talented group of amazing 
actors and hopes the audience enjoys the
production as much as he has rehearsed
for it. Enjoy!

HEATH HOWES,
Seward,
is an active member of 
Colorado’s theatre com-
munity, he has appeared 
in several OpenStage 
productions and brings a 
wealth of experience as 
an actor, scenic painter, 
fight choreographer, and 
director. His career in the-

atre and film spans more than three decades, 
beginning in 1994, with credits in Colorado, 
Los Angeles, and Chicago. He is delighted to 
once again collaborate with Peter Anthony and 
OpenStage Theatre & Company.

BRADLEY CALAHAN,
Harker, 
is a local performer and 
has been with OpenStage 
since the spring of 2025. 
He received his Bache-
lor’s in Theatre Perfor-
mance from Colorado 
State University in 2019. 
There, he performed in 
multiple shows, including 

Francis Henshall in One Man Two Guvnors, and 
directed a production of God of Carnage. Most 
recently he has performed with OpenStage as 
Sergeant Trotter in The Mousetrap and Mr. Dar-
cy in Pride and Prejudice. Bradley loves playing 
video games, reading sci-fi, and writing when 
he finds the time. He would like to thank his 
friends and parents for their undying love and 
support.

SHANNON LIGHT,
Lucy, 
is returning to the stage 
after an almost 7-year 
hiatus, and is over-
whelmed with joy to be 
playing Lucy in Dracula, 
fulfilling a lifelong dream. 
She first appeared on 
stage as Katherina Cav-
alieri in Amadeus, during 

OpenStage’s 40th season in 2013. Shannon 
has acted in a variety of shows throughout the 
years, primarily working with OpenStage and 
Front Range Community College. Some of her 
favorite roles include Claire in Fuddy Meers, 
Paulinka in A Bright Room Called Day, and 
Bianca in Taming of the Shrew. She has worked 
backstage designing hair and wigs, and has 
also worked as a makeup designer and stage 
hand. Working again with Peter Anthony and 
with such a wonderful and talented cast and 
crew is a bright spot in her life. She wishes to 
express her deepest gratitude to her family, 
friends and loving fiancé for all their support 
and encouragement throughout the years. 
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FULL BIOS CAST / DESIGN E RS / CREW

SOPHIE KALEVIK,
Vixen Bride,
is a lifelong pursuer of 
the Performing Arts, and 
is currently a full time 
Musical Theatre stu-
dent at the University of 
Northern Colorado’s BFA 
program. Before College, 
Sophie has spent time 
volunteering at children’s 

theatre groups, volunteering at Thescon and 
studying Chekhov, Strindberg and Shake-
speare at Visionbox Studio Theatre. Alongside 
that, she has had vocal training in choir and 
Musical theatre from a young age, and has 
performed at UNCO in The Sound of Music, 
Something Rotten, Beauty and the Beast, and 
The Drowsy Chaperone. Sophie is also actively 
participating in dance and movement classes 
and has performed at UNCO’s Dance Concert, 
Miranda’s Nightmare. Outside of the Univer-
sity, Sophie has participated in community 
Musical Theatre productions like Annie and 9 
to 5. Sophie would like to thank Katy White for 
recommending OpenStage to her, and to all 
her wonderful family, friends, and mentors for 
their support.

LINDSEY GWINNER,
Vixen Bride,
is thrilled to be making 
her OpenStage debut 
with Dracula. Some of her 
favorite roles include Eliza 
Doolittle in Pygmalion, 
Hippolyta, Quince, and 
Fairy in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Nanny in 
Baby with the Bathwa-

ter, and Ensemble in A Twilight Zone Parody. 
Outside of theatre, Lindsey has a passion 
for dance, visual arts, and any craft she can 
do with her hands. She loves painting and 
drawing, and has recently fallen for Sashiko 
stitching, mending, and upcycling thrifted finds 
into something new. She always has a handful 
of creative projects in the works and is excited 
to sink her teeth into this one.

KIERE GILBERTSON,
Attendant / Maid /
Ensemble, 
is a Colorado native and 
versatile performer with 
a passion for storytelling 
in all its forms. She has 
built a diverse career in 
film for the past 7 years, 
working as an actor, 
producer, and, most 

recently, a screenwriter. Along the way, she has 
been professionally represented by agents in 
both Colorado and New Mexico. Her on-screen 
credits include numerous commercials, short 
films, and feature films. Kiere’s screenwriting 
debut, Lovesick, was also named a finalist in 
Women in Film & Media Colorado (WIFMCO) 
short screenplay contest in early March. She is 
thrilled to step back into the theatre world after 
an 8-year break and can’t wait for you to be 
part of it!

ANNA EPSTEIN,
Assistant Stage Manager 
/ Stage Crew,
has worked in live events 
for 26 years but fell in 
love with theater at the 
age of 6. She has worked 
concerts, weddings, inau-
gurations, awards, tele-
vision and her favorite, 
live theater. Most recently 

she made her directorial debut with the FCCT+ 
Places Everyone! production of The Prom! Anna 
was the Stage Manager for OpenStage’s re-
cent production of The Merry Wives of Windsor 
and will be the Assistant Director and Stage 
Manager for POTUS in early 2027. She is thrilled 
to be joining the OpenStage team for this 
production!
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FULL BIOS CAST / DESIGN E RS / CREW

DAVID BALLEW,
Attendant / Ensemble
is thrilled to make his 
debut with OpenStage 
Theatre & Company. A 
Colorado-based actor, 
singer, dancer, choreog-
rapher, and teacher, Da-
vid has spent more than 
two decades performing 
throughout the Denver 

theatre community. Selected credits include 
The Emcee in Cabaret, Paul in A Chorus Line, 
Brother Boy in Sordid Lives, Puck in A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream, Evil Force in Evil Dead: The 
Musical, Peanut in Southern Baptist Sissies, Joe 
Frisco in Dirty Blonde, and Manfred in Sunset 
Blvd. David’s performance experience spans 
musical theatre, drama, comedy, cabaret, 
and burlesque. He is drawn to characters and 
stories that find humor and heart in the human 
experience. David dedicates this performance 
to his friends and family, whose unwavering 
support, encouragement, and love have car-
ried him through even the hardest moments. 
He is grateful to share this journey with them 
and with audiences who keep the magic of live 
theatre alive.

LANCE DEWBRE,
Attendant / Ensemble,
is an award-winning 
public speaker, profes-
sional coach, and teacher 
with more than a decade 
of experience speaking 
and presenting, including 
working with large cor-
porate events in Dallas. 
My theatre background 

includes numerous stage productions, includ-
ing Fiddler on the Roof, and roles ranging from 
elderly characters to magicians. I also bring 
more than a decade of West Coast Swing 
and country dance experience to the stage. 
Outside of theatre, I enjoy dancing, martial 
arts, storytelling, traveling, and helping people 
create meaningful transformation in their lives.

REBECCA SPAFFORD, 
Costume Designer / 
Head Seamstress / Hair 
Designer, 
is indebted to Oberon, 
King of the Fairies, for in-
troducing her to Colorado 
theatre over 20 years ago; 
it’s a story that continues 
to unfold. She has worked 
with David Bowie, Mickey 

Mouse, Big Bird, and Cirque du Soleil, and has 
also toured with Yo Gabba Gabba and Super-
Why. OpenStage is her creative home. Some 
of her favorite acting roles are Agnes in Bug, 
Karen in August: Osage County, Tanya Shepke 
in The North Plan and Jo/Mae West in Dirty 
Blonde. She loves designing costumes and 
hair/wigs and has been teaching these skills at 
Fossil Ridge High School for 10 years. Rebecca 
is honored to have received the Colorado The-
atre Guild’s Henry Award for Outstanding Cos-
tume Design (Tier 2) for Dangerous Liaisons, 
The Crucible, and Murder on the Orient Express, 
all with OpenStage. Her favorite recognition 
is receiving the OpenStage Founders’ Award, 
which is awarded for outstanding long-term 
contributions to the Company. Rebecca would 
like to thank all the numerous hands, hearts, 
and glue gun victims that volunteer on her 
projects to bring them to life!

LIBBY SHELSTAD,
Set Dressing & Properties 
Designer / Properties 
Master,
is a Costume and Set 
Designer known for her 
creative and innovative 
designs for theater. Libby 
began designing sets and 
lighting for local theaters 
in 2000, and transitioned 

into costume design in 2016. After designing 
over a dozen sets and another dozen shows 
for costumes, she made the decision in 2023 
to leave behind her career in health care to 
pursue theatrical design professionally. She is 
a graduate of Colorado State University, with 
a BA in Theater Costume Design Technology 
and Set Design. She was selected to Design 
costumes for Opera and Theater at CSU and 
in the Fort Collins Community, and Properties 
Design for CSU Theater. She currently works as 
a freelance designer for theaters and private 
clients.
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MACKENZIE LOWE,
Lighting Designer,
is thrilled to be back with 
OpenStage, sharing her 
passion for enhancing 
storytelling and artistic vi-
sion through lighting with 
such a talented cast and 
crew. She holds a B.A. in 
Theatrical Design/Tech-
nology from the University 

of Northern Colorado and has over a decade 
of experience in the live entertainment indus-
try. MacKenzie has worked on a wide range 
of events, from theatrical productions to live 
concerts and festivals. Known for her innova-
tive designs, technical precision, and collabo-
rative spirit, her work captivates audiences and 
evokes emotion. Past OpenStage productions 
include The Minutes, Big Fish and Hedwig, while 
recent projects include A Walk in the Woods, 
All is Calm, Beautiful, Jersey Boys, Margarita-
ville, and Beauty and the Beast. Outside of her 
design work, MacKenzie is passionate about 
mentoring future technicians and designers, 
passing on her knowledge and experience. 
When she’s not immersed in lighting, she loves 
spending time with family and traveling.

VICTORIA VILLALOBOS, 
Makeup Designer / Spe-
cial Effects,
has loved the magic of 
theatre since she was a 
child and feels lucky to 
still be playing behind the 
scenes! Over the years, 
she has worn many hats 
with OpenStage Theatre 
& Company, including 

Sound Designer and Engineer, Makeup and 
Hair Designer and Stylist, Assistant Director, 
Stage Manager, and more. Victoria has also 
found a theatrical home with Fort Collins Chil-
dren’s Theatre, working on the past nine pro-
ductions – most recently as Makeup Designer, 
Hair Designer, and Stylist for The Wizard of Oz. 
Next up is Willy Wonka in November 2026! She 
is incredibly honored to have received three 
Henry Award nominations for Outstanding 
Sound Design with OpenStage: The Book of Will 
(2024), The 39 Steps (2025), and Misery (2025). 
Victoria sends lots of love and thanks to her 
family and friends for always cheering her on!

KATE AUSTIN–GROEN, 
Intimacy Director,
(she/her) is a director, 
producer, intimacy direc-
tor, and actor with over 35 
years of theatre experi-
ence. As a director, she 
has helmed productions 
ranging from classics 
to contemporary works, 
including The Wizard of 

Oz, Treasure Island, Tiny Beautiful Things, The 
Full Monty, and Falsettoland. She currently 
serves as Resident Intimacy Director at Open-
Stage Theatre & Company, where she has also 
directed and production-managed numer-
ous shows. As an actor, Kate’s favorite roles 
include Nora in A Doll’s House, Part 2, Adriana 
in The Comedy of Errors, and Dr. Charlotte in 
Falsettoland. Her training spans acting, voice, 
dance, and aerial arts, and she developed the 
Observation and Re-Creation (OaR) technique 
to help actors embody emotion with physical 
specificity and sustainability. Beyond the stage, 
Kate has been deeply involved in community 
arts leadership and advocacy, committed 
to building theatre that is bold, inclusive, and 
joyfully collaborative.

 IVAN ANDRADE, 
Lead Carpenter,
has a background that 
spans construction, busi-
ness development and 
management, and a va-
riety of artistic endeavors. 
He brings a unique blend 
of practical skills and cre-
ative flair to OpenStage. 
Ivan has been an assis-

tant builder, master carpenter, and properties 
designer. Last season, he designed and led the 
build on three shows, Misery, The Mousetrap 
and Merry Wives of Windsor. His work on The 
Mousetrap received a Henry Award nomination 
in 2026.
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FULL BIOS CAST / DESIGN E RS / CREW

ANDREW COLE,
Foreman and Tech Man-
ager,
joined OpenStage in 2012. 
In 2021 he received the 
Shela Jennings Award for 
Theatre Excellence for his 
outstanding work with 
OpenStage. “Nobody ever 
ate fifty eggs. You ever 
eat fifty eggs?” Dragline- 

Cool Hand Luke. He currently serves as a mem-
ber of the OpenStage Board of Directors.

GRANT PUTNEY,
Sound Engineer,
is a Lighting and Sound 
Designer whose recent 
lighting designs include 
Clue: On Stage, Murder 
on the Orient Express, 
Steel Magnolias, And Then 
There Were None, The 
Flick, Romeo and Juliet, 
Noises Off, The Ladies 

Man, 33 Variations, and A Child’s Christmas 
in Wales for OpenStage Theatre and Hide Sky 
for Bas Bleu Theatre. His recent sound designs 
for OpenStage include Avenue Q (2018-2019 
OpenStage OPUS Award), The Comedy of 
Errors, The Three Musketeers, The Servant of 
Two Masters, Scapin, and A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. Grant also co-designed the stage pro-
jections and built the soundtracks for Franken-
stein and 33 Variations. For Bas Bleu Theatre 
he has designed sound for Ghosts, Over the 
Tavern, King of the Moon, and Outgoing Tide 
(Colorado Henry Nomination). He received 
the 2009 OpenStage Founders’ Award for his 
outstanding contributions to the Company 
and has received OpenStage OPUS Awards 
for Lighting Design for Henry IV Part 1 and The 
Rimers of Eldridge and Sound Design for Spring 
Awakening, The Tempest, and Who Will Carry 
the Word.

RIDLEX EPSTEIN,
Stage Crew,
has been performing on 
stage for the past decade 
and has recently discov-
ered a love for the techni-
cal side of theater as well. 
Over the past year, he 
has begun working with 
local stage managers, 
costumers and makeup 

artists, expanding his experience behind the 
scenes. He’s excited to continue exploring all 
that theater has to offer and is thrilled to be 
joining the stage crew for Dracula!

MORGAN TAYLOR,
Board Operator,,
states that since the 
29th Season, Morgan has 
fulfilled many roles with 
OpenStage, including 
performer, writer for their 
radio projects, stage 
manager, stagehand, 
and technician. His 
favorite recent work with 

the company was a dual role that allowed 
him to channel his inner pirates as both the 
evil Blind Pew and the happy-go-lucky Lucky 
Mickey in the outdoor production of Treasure 
Island in 2023. A native of Minden, Nebraska, 
he first performed in school productions in 
Phillipsburg, Kansas and with companies as 
far away as Worms, Germany and as small as 
The Eddyville Community Players in Eddyville, 
Nebraska, a town with fewer than a hundred 
residents in the Nebraska Sandhills. After so 
many years, Morgan still enjoys being asked 
to work with OpenStage and hopes they never 
stop calling.
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KASEY ZAWADZKI, 
Soundboard Operator, 
Kasey has been a long 
time fan of classic horror 
monsters and being a 
part of the production of 
Dracula fulfills her passion 
of theater and horror. She 
has experience in acting 
for both film and stage 
and has some experi-

ence in set design. Kasey is excited to work 
with everyone in the cast and to help bring the 
director’s vision to life on stage! 

DAVID GRINNELL,
Master Electrician
has been continuously 
involved with Open-
Stage for the last 11 
years. David originally 
worked in the Saint Paul/
Minneapolis area, with 
companies such as The 
Great American History 
Theater, Cricket Theater, 

Theatre de la Jeune Lune, and The Guthrie 
Theater. For OpenStage, he has served as the 
Master Electrician for Moonlight and Mag-
nolias, Unnecessary Farce, North Plan, Monty 
Python’s Spamalot, Avenue Q, and Men On 
Boats. David was the Lighting Designer for this 
season’s CABARET and Don’t Dress for Dinner 
in 2017. Since the 2015 relaunch of OpenStage 
etcetera, he has served as Lighting Designer 
and Master Electrician for their productions of 
The Mousetrap, The Submission, A Bright New 
Boise, Ultimate Beauty Bible, H2O, Ideation, The 
Mystery of Love and Sex, Fool For Love, Every 
Brilliant Thing, Tiny Beautiful Things, Cry It Out, 
and A Doll’s House Part 2.

JACOB OFFEN,
Producing Artistic Di-
rector
has played many roles 
at OpenStage Theatre & 
Company – actor, staff 
member, board member, 
director and now Pro-
ducing Artistic Director. 
He has received two 
Colorado Theatre Guild 

Henry Award Nominations for Outstanding 
Performer (The Book of Will, The 39 Steps), and 
has received multiple OpenStage OPUS Awards 
for his work with the Company. Previous OST&C 
favorites include “Ensemble” in Jacob Marley’s 
Christmas Carol, “Dr. Frank n’ Furter” in The 
Rocky Horror Show, and last minute understudy 
for “Giles Ralston” in Big Fish. Jacob taught 
Acting at the University of Houston during his 
tenure as an MFA candidate, and recently 
at the University of Northern Colorado - his 
undergraduate alma mater. Further, Jacob has 
created acting, voice, and Shakespearean text 
workshops for high school and undergraduate 
workshops, and at the Houston Shakespeare 
Festival and Texas Shakespeare Festival where 
he was also a Company Member Actor for 
two seasons. His favorite roles there include 
Jacques in As You Like It (TSF), Bottom in A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream (TSF), Caesar in Ju-
lius Caesar (TSF) and Sir Toby in Twelfth Night 
(HSF). He has worked with the Public Theatre 
in New York City and trained at the American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts there in 2003. He 
was recently honored with the OpenStage 
Founders’ Award in 2026, and is honored to 
lead this company of incredible artists.
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FULL BIOS CAST / DESIGN E RS / CREW

BRUCE AND DENISE
FREESTONE,
Founders, 
founded OpenStage in 
1973 and have provided 
leadership to both the 
Company and to the 
development of the arts in 
Northern Colorado for the 
past 50 years. Both Bruce 
and Denise have exten-

sive experience as actors, directors, producers, 
and designers; they have garnered regional 
awards and recognition for both themselves 
and the Theatre, including the Governor’s 
Award for Excellence in the Arts and the Tree 
of Peace Medallion, which signifies a lifetime of 
contributions to the Arts and Culture Industry. 

STEVEN DIETZ,
Playwright,
For the ’24-25 season, 
Steven Dietz was once 
again named one of the 
“20 Most Produced Play-
wrights in America” by 
American Theatre Mag-
azine. His 40-plus plays 
and adaptations have 
been seen at over 100 re-

gional theatres, as well as off-Broadway and in 
25 countries internationally. Recent premieres 
include new adaptations of Gaslight by Patrick 
Hamilton and Murder on the Links by Agatha 
Christie, as well as the serio-comic thriller 
How a Boy Falls. Other recent work includes 
Vineland Place, Mirror Lake and Vial Man (The 
Apothecary’s Story). His widely-produced play 
Shooting Star was adapted by Dietz, Kirk Lynn 
and Meg Ryan into the movie What Happens 
Later, starring Ms. Ryan. Awards include the 
Steinberg New Play Citation for Bloomsday, the 
Kennedy Center New American Plays Award for 
Fiction and the Edgar Award® for Best Mystery 
Play for Sherlock Holmes: The Final Adventure. 
He lives in Seattle and Austin.

BRAM STOKER,
Author of the novel 
Dracula,
was born in Clontarf, 
Ireland, on November 8, 
1847. He studied history, 
literature, mathematics, 
and physics at Trinity 
College, Dublin, where 
he was named Univer-
sity Athlete, despite a 

recurring illness that confined him to his bed 
as a child. After graduating with honors in 
Mathematics, Stoker began working as a civil 
servant in Dublin Castle. During his eight years 
there, he published short stories, including “The 
Crystal Cup” and “The Chain of Destiny,” and 
worked as a critic for Dublin’s “Evening Mail” 
and as an editor of “The Irish Echo.” In 1878, 
Stoker moved to London with his wife after Sir 
Henry Irving offered him the position of busi-
ness manager at his Lyceum Theatre. In Lon-
don, Stoker published his first book, “Under the 
Sunset” (1882), a collection of fairy tales, and in 
1890 he published his first novel, “The Snake’s 
Pass.” He began researching for “Dracula” the 
same year, and in 1897, it was published. The 
novel brought Stoker international acclaim 
and has since been adapted numerous times 
for the stage and the screen. Stoker continued 
to write until his death in 1912. His other works 
include “The Jewel of Seven Stars,” “Personal 
Reminiscences of Henry Irving,” and “The Lair of 
the White Worm.”
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DONORS JUNE - OCTOBER 2026

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
($10,000 and Above)
The AWE Fund
Malini Ramakumar Bartels
The Thornton Family Foundation
Dr. Ellen Fisher & Todd Wikelski

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
($5,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous
Avogadro’s Number
John & Anne Blair
FOCO Food Trucks
Marsha & Mike Marberry
Odell Brewing Company
Poudre Pet & Feed Supply
Ken & Carol Severson
Ross & Sue Thompson

PRODUCER
($2,000 - $4,999)
Anonymous
Jennifer R. Bray
Forma Furniture
Bruce & Denise Freestone
Cristin Gauthier
NOCO Style Magazine
Milt Reeve
Rocky Mountain Publishing
Steve Finnestead Photography

DIRECTOR
($1,000 - $1,999)
David Bye
Carrie Chambers
Paul Christie
John & Gloria Clarke
Fortified Collaborations
Scott Griffin
Gary & Carol Ann Hixon Family Fund
Sanford & Patricia Kulkin
KUNC
Local IQ
Major Scale Promotions
Bas & Ashley Meindertsma
Poudre Sportscar
Katie Rothstein
Signarama Fort Collins
George & Louise Thornton
Lee Yahnke

DESIGNER
($500 - $999)
Farcie Bailey
Jen Beshore
CPP Wind Engineering
Consultants
Melissa Crompton
Tom Cudmore
Thom & Nancy D’Albergaria
Downtown Real Estate Brokers
Enhance Printing
Front Range Event Rental
Shauna Gray
Gavin Hanson

Karen Horak
Alyson Huff
Jill Vesty & Mark Neagle
Jacob Offen
Pedersen Toyota
Seed & Spirit Distillery
Midge Toomey
Morgan & David Tyree
Larry Fenske & Wendy Warren
David West

STARRING ROLE
($250 - $499)
Elizabeth Baugh
Kristi Black
Melinda Boddicker
Justin Brothers
Bradley Calahan
Kristina Cash
Darcie D. Bailey
Bryn Lagoni Frisina
Jennifer Johns
Phillippa Lack
Eric LeDoux
Annie Lofton
Akolotu Moeloa
Andre Mouton
Lenny Scovel
Lindsay Steele-Idem
Helen Taylor
Terri Thorton

CHORUS LINE
($75 - $249)
Alexandra Adams
Anonymous
Kate Austin-Groen
Karla Baise
Lynsey Bates
Frezi Bouckaert
Andrew Brimhall
Jaime Calahan
Carrie Chambers
Karen Christophersen
Andrew Cole
Christina Collier
Duke Cvar
Evan Dicker
Sally Dunphy
Ryan Fleming
Gloria G Campbell
Stephen Gillespie
Robert Godwin
Mike Hogan
Jeff Icenhower
Maia Jackson
Elizabeth Kelly Merrill
Bryan Kimbell
Amanda King
Kaia Lagoni
Bryn Lagoni Frisina
Leslie Matsukawa
Denise McFann
Kathi Mcginley
Jennifer Neuwald

Rebecca Parish
Becky Pollyea
Rebecca Reynolds
Alie Rich
Jill Rickards
Walta & James F.Ruff
Matt Schlief
Lori Shearer
Roger Sherman
Steven Sickles
Kori Solt
Christopher Starr
Douglas Thamm
Nathan Turner
Lewis Turner
Deborah Wanger
Sarah Wilhelms
Jennifer Wolf
Karl Zeller
Patrick Zimmeran

STAGE HAND
($25 - $74)
Nicole Arendt
Carol Baldo
Aubrey Bierman
Andrew Brimhall
Bradley Calahan
James Darling
Jenny Duer
Tonya Dunn
Patricia Faubion
Kimberly Fewless
Erin Gates
Penelope Gilliland
Lauren Giusti
Kirsten Horvorka
Jessica Jackson
Elizabeth Kalevik
Carmen Kapadia
James Kelley
Sheena Kelly
Miles Knight
Harrison Knostman
Kim Lancaster
Savvy Leslie
Helen McCarthy Goode
Jonas McKinley
Christina Olson
Mary Pitz
A.R. Tsydanseres
Tyler Rayburn
Stefan Schroeder
Kyle Schroeder
Elizabeth Shelstad
Jeanie Sutter
Alie Sweany
Dana Villeneuve
Mason Wigington
Lois Winegarner
Nancy York

CURTAIN RAISERS
Our Curtain Raiser Club Members set up a simple monthly donation as an easy and affordable way to be part 
of creating theatre that captures the hearts and minds of Northern Colorado. Become a member today at 
openstage.com.
Phillip & Elizabeth Baugh
Jennifer R. Bray
Christina Collier

Sally Dunphy
Patricia Faubion
Bruce & Denise Freestone

Bas & Ashley Meindertsma
Jacob Offen
Roger Sherman
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SUPPORT FOR THE 2026–2027 SEASON PROVIDED BY GRANTS FROM

605 S MASON ST 
970.493.5555 
AVOGADROS.COM 
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PERFORMANCE SPONSORS

UNDERWRITERS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

ESSENTIAL SPONSORS

RED CARPET SPONSORS

BRUCE & DENISE
FREESTONE

THE ACTING COMPANY, Dracula, In The 
Next Room, A Midsummer Night’s Dream

MAJOR SCALE PROMOTIONS
POSTER DISTRIBUTION,

POTUS

BAS & ASHLEY
MEINDERTSMA

THE ACTING COMPANY,
Dracula

SPONSORS

DR. ELLEN FISHER
& TODD WIKELSKI

JOHN & ANNE
BLAIR

MIKE & MARSHA
MARBERRY

KEN & CAROL
SEVERSON

SANFORD & PATRICIA

KULKIN

PRODUCING SPONSORS

IN THE NEXT ROOM
DRACULA

MALINI RAMAKUMAR 
BARTELS

GARY & CAROL ANN HIXON
COSTUME DESIGN,

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

STEPHEN GILLESPIE
SCENIC DESIGN,

Dracula

GLORIA & JOHN CLARKE
PROPERTIES & SET DRESSING,

In The Next Room

Thomas & Nancy D’Albergaria

Larry Fenske & Wendy Warren

Joe & Kirsten Hovorka

Jill Vesty & Mark Neagle

Jacob Offen

Midge Toomy

Mike and Mia Towbin

David & Morgan Tyree

CPP Wind Engineering Consultants

ROSS & SUE
THOMPSON

POTUS
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

COMPANY OFFICERS

COMPANY MEMBERS

Jacob Offen 
Producing Artistic Director 

Cassie Freedman 
Marketing & Admin Assistant

 

Sarah J Baker 
Marketing & Operations Manager

Phil Guzy 
Freelance Illustrator/Designer

Heather Ostberg Johnson 
Associate Artistic Director 

Robyn Krause 
Interim Marketing Administrator

Anna Epstein 
Company Manager

Kate Austin-Gröen 
Company Representative to the 

Board

Tom Cudmore 
Company Volunteer & Events 

Coordinator

Timothy Ackerman
Judith Allen
Ivan Andrade
Peter Anthony
Hannah Armstrong
Kari Armstrong
David Austin-Gröen
Kate Austin-Gröen
Joe Bakel
Sarah J Baker
Kathryn Barnett
Aubrey Bierman
Jennifer R. Bray
Carla Brookman
Dave Brookman
James Brookman
James Burns
Bradley Calahan
Greg Clark
Andrew Cole
Jessica Emerling Crow
Maggie Cummings
Thom D’Albergaria

Nancy D’Albergaria
Tonya Dunn
Anna Epstein
Rebecca Evans
Ken Fenwick
Ambrose Ferber
Charlie Ferrie
Steve Finnestead
Cassie Freedman
Bruce K. Freestone
Denise Burson 
Freestone
Jessica V. Freestone
Brenna Freestone-
Gilbert
Kimber Freestone-
Hoven
Bryn Frisina
Amanda Fyock
Nicole Gawronski
Mercedes Gil
Caleb Gilbert
Stephen Gillespie
Michael Gorgan

David Grinnell
Phil Guzy
Sonja Hopps
Joe Hovorka
Kirsten Hovorka
Heath Howes
Heather Ostberg 
Johnson
Starla Kovar
Jack Krause
Jessica Kroupa
Soleil Lean Geddes
Kathy Leonard
Steven Lewis
Shannon Light
MacKenzie Lowe
Jessica MacMaster
Marlin May
Molly McGuire
Bas Meindertsma
David Miller
Jacob Offen
Christina Marie Olson

Grant Putney
Noah Racey
Susan Rogers
Lori Rosedahl
Katie Rothstein
Phillip San Phillipo
Duane Sawyer
L. Michael Scovel
Roger Sherman
Steven P. Sickles
David Siever
Sydney Parks Smith
Rebecca Spafford
Morgan Taylor
Louise F. Thornton
Dan Tschirhart
Victoria Villalobos
Frances Way
Brian Wilcox
Katy White
Con Woodall
Nancy York
Tyler Zuschneid

STAFF / BOARD OF DI RECTORS / COM PANY

Eric LeDoux
President

 

Andrew Cole
Malini Ramakumar Bartels

Katie Rothstein
Vice President

 

Jolie Beth Boudreaux
Soleil Lean-Geddes

Aubrey Bierman 
Secretary

Bryan Hill
Helen Taylor

Jennifer R. Bray
Treasurer

Kate Austin-Gröen
Company Representative to the 

Board 
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COM PANY 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

David Ballew
Malini Bartels
Henry Blake
Matthias Bolon
Andrew Brimhall
Hugh Butterfield
Kristina Cash
Ashley Coby
Tom Cudmore
Darren Cull
Rachel Darden
Lance Dewbre
Jasper Day
Marissa Dienstag

Jada Suzanne Dixon
Ridlex Epstein
Ryan Fleming
Andrew Frisina
Kiere Gilbertson
Lindsey Gwinner
Betty Hart
Saffron Henke
Bryan Hill
Aaron Hughes
Jessica Jackson
Sophie Kalevik
Sheena Kelly
Kim Lancaster

Pete Lagoni
Annabeth Lofton
Calvin McConnell
Mary Merritt
Akolotu Moeloa
Joshua Moore
Jonathan Paul
Rebecca Pollyea
Robin Rader
Amanda Jo Reisenweber
Michael Travis Risner
Jaya Schane
Matthew Schlief
Linda Seitz

Libby Shelstad
Cece Sol
Azran Starkweather
Esther Van Zyl
Chandler Webb
John Wilson
Lexi Wilson
Staci York

NPR News,
Colorado Stories.

Listen at 91.5 FM
or visit kunc.org
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MUSIC DISCOVERED. 

MUSIC REDISCOVERED. 

LOCAL CURRENT AFFAIRS.

Become a sustaining member  
today, and help YOUR Community  

Radio Station THRIVE.
On Air at 88.9 FM locally | Stream worldwide on www.krfcfm.org | 970.221.5075

RE D CARPET SPONSOR
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